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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR DETECTION
AND RANGING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority of the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-
205314, filed on Sep. 20, 2011, the entire contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The embodiments described herein are related to a system
and a method for detection and ranging of a target object.

BACKGROUND

Conventionally, detection and ranging systems that detect
a target using radio waves (e.g., millimeter waves) have been
put into practical use. The detection and ranging systems
radiate a probe signal to a detection region and receive a
reflected signal (i.e., an echo signal) from a target. By ana-
lyzing the received echo signal, the detection and ranging
systems estimate a line-of-sight direction relative distance to
the target (hereinafter simply referred to as “distance™), a
line-of-sight direction relative speed of the target (hereinafter
simply referred to as “speed”), and the direction to (or angle
formed with) the target. Such detection and ranging systems
include, for example, a plurality of receiving sensor elements
arranged at equal spacing and, in accordance with, for
example, the phase of an echo signal received by each receiv-
ing sensor element, estimates of various factors (such as
distance, speed, and angle) for detecting the target.

In regard to the aforementioned detection and ranging sys-
tems, increasing the number of receiving sensor elements to
enlarge an aperture of the receiving sensor array will increase
the number of detectable targets, further enhancing, for
example, the performance of angle estimation as well. Mean-
while, in the case of, in particular, a detection and ranging
system installed in a vehicle or the like, the system needs to be
downsized and the cost needs to be reduced.

In terms of downsizing of a system, a technology has been
proposed wherein a configuration including a plurality of
transmitting sensor elements and a plurality of receiving sen-
sor elements is employed and an effective aperture of the
receiving sensor array is widened by properly switching the
sensors with a time sharing scheme. In this technology, how-
ever, for each time slot occupied by an individual transmitting
sensor element, an echo signal vector needs to be obtained
using the receiving sensor array, and the phase of a signal
vector obtained at each time slot needs to be matched, requir-
ing a long time to detect a target.

To solve this problem, the following detection and ranging
method has been proposed. That is, probe signals spread at a
plurality of modulators by using mutually orthogonal codes
are radiated simultaneously (simultaneity is defined by, at
least, defining the operation cycle of the system as a unit time;
however, a plurality of unit times may be combined as a new
unit time; this is also true for the following descriptions) from
a plurality of transmitting sensor elements. Signals received
by a plurality of receiving sensors are respectively split by a
plurality of splitters, and the resultant signals are de-spread in
demodulators using the same code as that used on the trans-
mitter side. (e.g., Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No.
2009-80024)
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2

As other related arts, Japanese Laid-open Patent Publica-
tion No. 2010-243237 and Japanese Laid-open Patent Publi-
cation No. 2010-145289 are known.

A detection and ranging system employing a scheme of
spreading a transmission wave by using a code is preferable in
the sense that the system shortens the time required to detect
a target. However, this kind of system needs, for example, a
circuit for synchronous detection of a spread code, and hence
the circuit size becomes large, increasing the production cost.

SUMMARY

According to one aspect of the embodiments, a detection
and ranging system includes: a signal generator configured to
generate M probe signals having different carrier frequencies;
M transmitting elements configured to transmit the M probe
signals; N receiving elements configured to receive an echo
signal from a target; N demodulators provided for the N
receiving elements, each of the demodulators being config-
ured to generate a demodulated echo signal by demodulating
an echo signal received by a corresponding one of the receiv-
ing elements by using at least one of the M probe signals, and
to generate M sets of data signals corresponding to the M
probe signals by filtering the demodulated echo signal in a
frequency domain; and a signal processor configured to
detect the target according to MxN sets of data signals gen-
erated by the N demodulators. M is an integer larger than or
equal to two. N is an integer larger than or equal to two.

The object and advantages of the invention will be realized
and attained by means of the elements and combinations
particularly pointed out in the claims.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are not restrictive of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates the configuration of a detection and rang-
ing system in accordance with a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a modulation input signal.

FIG. 3A to FIG. 3C illustrate operations of a demodulator
in accordance with the first embodiment.

FIG. 4 illustrates a spatial phase of an echo signal.

FIG. 5 illustrates the configuration of a detection and rang-
ing system in accordance with a second embodiment.

FIG. 6A to FIG. 6C illustrate operations of a demodulator
in accordance with the second embodiment.

FIG. 7 illustrates the configuration of a detection and rang-
ing system in accordance with a third embodiment.

FIG. 8A and FIG. 8B illustrate exemplary operations of the
third embodiment.

FIG. 9 illustrates the configuration of a detection and rang-
ing system in accordance with a fourth embodiment.

FIG. 10 illustrates a method for generating a probe signal in
accordance with a fifth embodiment (Carrier frequencies of
probe signals are hopping by time slot).

FIG. 11A and FIG. 11B illustrate exemplary operations of
a sixth embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart indicating a process of calculating
the reliability of angle estimation.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

A detection and ranging system in accordance with
embodiments of the present invention includes a plurality of
transmitting elements (or transmitting sensor elements) and a
plurality of receiving elements (or receiving sensor ele-
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ments). Each of the transmitting sensor elements radiates a
probe signal to a detection region. When there is a target (or a
object to be detected) within the detection region, the probe
signal is reflected from the target. Each of the receiving sensor
elements receives the reflected signal (i.e., echo signal) from
the target. By analyzing, for example, the phase of the
received echo signal, the detection and ranging system esti-
mates the distance from the detection and ranging system to
the target, the speed of the target relative to the detection and
ranging system, and the direction (angle) to the target.

In the following embodiments, a radar will be described as
an example of the detection and ranging system, and hence
the transmitting sensor element is a transmitting antenna and
the receiving sensor element is a receiving antenna.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 illustrates the configuration of a detection and rang-
ing system (hereinafter referred to as a “detection and ranging
system 1”) in accordance with a first embodiment. The detec-
tion and ranging system 1 includes a signal generator 10,
transmitting antennas A, to A, (i.e., M=2), receiving anten-
nas Az, to Ay, demodulators 20-1 to 20-N, a signal proces-
sor 30, and a CPU 41. To simplify descriptions of operations
of the system, assume that the CPU 41 addresses controlling
of'the operation of the detection and ranging system 1 and the
signal processor 30 addresses a detection and ranging pro-
cess, and operations of the CPU 41 will not be described.

The signal generator 10 includes a modulation input signal
generator (BB-OSC: base band oscillator) 11, a divider 12,
and a plurality of high-frequency RF voltage controlled oscil-
lators (or RF-VCOs: radio frequency voltage-controlled
oscillators) 13-1 and 13-2 each of which oscillates at a dif-
ferent center frequency (or carrier frequency). That is, the
signal generator 10 generates a plurality of probe signals with
different carrier frequencies which have been modulated by
an input signal from the BB-OSC.

The BB-OSC 11 generates a modulation input signal f{(t).
In this example, {{(t) is assumed to be a cyclic voltage signal
illustrated in FIG. 2 (the signal may assume another wave-
form). The illustrated f(t) includes, for each cycle Tm, an
up-chirp section in which the voltage increases linearly with
respect to time and a down-chirp section in which the voltage
decreases linearly with respect to time. A specific values of
the cycle Tm and voltage range of f(t) may be determined in
mainly accordance with the resolutions of the distance and
the speed, and the value is, for example, about several tens of
milliseconds. The range of values of voltages does notneed to
be monopolar but may be bipolar.

f(t) generated by the BB-OSC 11 is divided by the divider
(DIV) 12 and used as a control signal that controls an oscil-
lation frequency of the RF-VCOs 13-1 and 13-2. Each of the
RF-VCOs includes at least one terminal with which the con-
trol signal can be input (or control signal input terminal).

The RF-VCOs 13-1 and 13-2 oscillate at a frequency cor-
responding to a voltage (or a current) applied to a control
terminal. In the description, “frequency” and “angular fre-
quency” are not distinguished and both are referred to as
“frequency”. That is, “frequency” includes an angular fre-
quency.

A modulation input signal f(t) and a reference voltage
Vrefl for setting a carrier frequency w,, are superimposed
and applied to a control terminal of the RF-VCO 13-1. Thus,
an instantaneous frequency of the RF-VCO is centered
around o, and changed by f(t). A frequency modulation
oscillator configured in this way is referred to as an OSC1,
and a probe signal output from the OSC1 is referred to as P1.
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Similarly, the modulation input signal f(t) and a reference
voltage Vref2 for setting a carrier frequency w,_, are superim-
posed and applied to a control terminal of the RF-VCO 13-2.
Thus, the instantaneous frequency of the RF-VCO is centered
around o_, and changed by f(t). A frequency modulation
oscillator configured as described above is referred to as an
OSC2, and a probe signal output from the OSC2 is referred to
as P2.

Note that by employing, for example, a circuit configura-
tion such that resonation elements of the RF-VCOs 13-1 and
13-2 resonate at different frequencies, the carrier frequency
of'each RF-VCO may be changed without superimposing the
reference voltage Vrefl or Vref2 on {(t). The reference volt-
ages Vrefl and Vref2 may be provided for controlling a bias
point of the RF-VCOs 13-1 and 13-2.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 1, the probe signals P1
and P2 generated by the signal generator 10 are respectively
amplified by a corresponding power amplifier (PWA) and are
simultaneously radiated via the transmitting antennas A , and
A 10 a detection region.

Each of the receiving antennas A, to A, simultaneously
receives echo signals generated from reflection of P1 and P2
from a target. The signals received by the receiving antennas
Ay, 1o Ay, will be referred to as echo signals E1 to EN,
respectively. In the present embodiment, for simplicity, the
transmitting antennas A, and A ,, and the receiving antennas
Ay, to Ag, are aligned on a straight line, Az, to Az, are
positioned between A, and A, and A, to A, are arranged
at equally-spaced intervals.

Since P1 and P2 are simultaneously radiated to the detec-
tion region, each of the echo signals E1 to EN contains a
reflected wave of P1 and that of P2. Assume that the echo
signals E1 to EN contain a reflected wave from at least one
target.

The echo signals E1 to EN received at Ay, to Ay, are
guided to the demodulators 20-1 to 20-N after being ampli-
fied by a low-noise amplifier (LNA) corresponding to each
antenna.

The demodulators 20-1 to 20-N correspond to the respec-
tive receiving antennas Ay, to Az, and, using at least one of
the probe signals P1 and P2 generated by the signal generator
10, the circuits 20-1 to 20-N respectively generate two sets of
data signals from the corresponding echo signals E1 to EN.

The configurations and the operations of the demodulators
20-1 to 20-N are substantially the same with each other. That
is, each of the demodulators 20-1 to 20-N includes a divider
(DIV) 21, mixers 22-1 and 22-2, and a filter circuit 23. In the
following, using the demodulator 20-1 as an example, an
operation sequence in which the echo signal E1 received at
Ay, is demodulated will be described.

The divider 21 divides the echo signal E1 and guides echo
signals that are substantially the same with each other to the
mixers 22-1 and 22-2 configured with, for example, analog
multipliers.

The mixer 22-1 multiplies E1 by P1 output from the signal
generator 10. As a result, the output from the mixer 22-1 is a
baseband component E11 of E1, that is down-converted by
the probe signal P1, (a signal obtained via similar operations
will be hereinafter referred to as a demodulated echo signal).

Similarly, the mixer 22-2 multiplies E1 by P2 output from
the signal generator 10. As a result, the output from the mixer
22-2 is a baseband component E12 of E1, that is down-
converted by the probe signal P2.

The filter circuit 23 includes low pass filters (LPFs) 23-1
and 23-2 that respectively filter output signals of the mixers
22-1 and 22-2. The LPF 23-1 generates a data signal D11 by
extracting a corresponding frequency component from the
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demodulated echo signal E11 output from the mixer 22-1.
Similarly, the LPF 23-2 generates a data signal D12 by
extracting a corresponding frequency component from the
demodulated echo signal E12 output from the mixer 22-2.
Note that “Dnm” represents a reflected-wave component of
the m-th probe signal extracted from an echo signal received
via the n-th receiving antenna.

FIG. 3A to FIG. 3C illustrate operations of the demodula-
tor 20-1. In this example, as indicated in FIG. 3A, the detec-
tion and ranging system 1 transmits a probe signal P1 with a
carrier frequency w,, and a probe signal P2 with a carrier
frequency w,,. In the following descriptions, the difference
between the carrier frequency w_, and the carrier frequency
., will be referred to as “dw” (or “dm,_,”).

Here, an echo signal E1 is input to the demodulator 20-1
via the receiving antenna Az, and E1 contains reflected
waves of the probe signals P1 and P2. Accordingly, when E1
is illustrated in a frequency domain, the spectrums of the
reflected waves originating from P1 and P2 may be repre-
sented on a frequency axis as indicated in FIG. 3A.

FIG. 3B illustrates operations of the mixer 22-1 and the
LPF 23-1. As described above, the mixer 22-1 multiplies E1
by P1 with the carrier frequency w,_,. Multiplying E1 by P1
down-converts E1 by w,,,, and hence the reflected-wave com-
ponent of P1 contained in E1 is obtained in a baseband region
(as E11 described above). Meanwhile, the reflected-wave
component of P2 contained in E1 is obtained in a region
shifted from the baseband region by dw.

The cutoff frequency of the LPF 23-1 is set to pass the
reflected-wave component of P1 and block the reflected-wave
component of P2, so the LPF 23-1 blocks the reflected-wave
component of P2 and transmits the reflected-wave component
of P1. The frequency component extracted by the LPF 23-1
corresponds to the aforementioned data signal D11.

FIG. 3C illustrates operations of the mixer 22-2 and the
LPF 23-2. As described above, the mixer 22-2 multiplies E1
by P2 with the carrier frequency w_,. Multiplying E1 by P2
down-converts E1 by w,_,, and hence the reflected-wave com-
ponent of P2 contained in E1 is obtained in the baseband
region (as E12 described above). Meanwhile, the reflected-
wave component of P1 contained in E1 is obtained in a region
shifted from the baseband region by dw.

The cutoff frequency of the LPF 23-2 is set to pass the
reflected-wave component of P2 and block the reflected-wave
component of P1, so the LPF 23-2 blocks the reflected-wave
component of P1 and transmits the reflected-wave component
of P2. The frequency component extracted by the LPF 23-2
corresponds to the aforementioned data signal D12.

In regard to the allocation of the LPF outputs on the fre-
quency axis in FIG. 3B and F1G. 3C, the relative position may
be determined according to the carrier frequencies of P1 and
P2.

In this way, the filter circuit 23 of the demodulator 20-1
separates a reflected-wave component of P1 and a reflected-
wave component of P2 from E1 received via Az, and outputs
these components. That is, the demodulator 20-1 generates
two sets of data signals D11 and D12 from one set of echo
signals E1 received via A, .

Operations of the demodulators 20-1 to 20-N are similar to
each other, and hence the demodulators 20-1 to 20-N generate
2N (MxN; M=2 in this example) sets of data signals. That is,
the reflected-wave component of P1 contained in received
signals received by Az, to A, and the reflected-wave com-
ponent of P2 contained in the received signals received at Ay,
to Az, are obtained simultaneously.

The data signals output from the demodulators 20-1 to
20-N are converted into digital signals by A/D converters 42,
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6

respectively. The digital signals obtained via the A/D convert-
ers 42 are provided to the signal processor 30. MxNxQ pieces
of data are actually processed, where Q is the number of data
sampled from the time domain signal having the fundamental
period of Tm; here, for simplicity, a sampling in the time
domain is not detailed.

The signal processor 30 includes a processor and/or a hard-
ware circuit for digital computation. In accordance with 2N
sets (generally, MxN sets; M=2 in this example) of digitalized
data signals, the signal processor 30 estimates the distance
from the detection and ranging system 1 to a target, the speed
of the target relative to the detection and ranging system 1,
and the angle formed with the target.

Using at least one data signal, the signal processor 30
estimates the distance and the speed of the target relative to
the detection and ranging system 1. In this case, the signal
processor 30 applies, for example, FFT to the data signal in a
time domain obtained for each of the up-chirp section and the
down-chirp section of {(t) so as to convert the data signal into
a data signal in a frequency domain. When the modulation
input signal assumes, for example, a saw-tooth wave shape,
target positioning is done by calculating autocorrelation of
the data signal in the time domain, and hence the data signal
does not necessarily need to be converted into a signal in the
frequency domain by using FET. Modifications of a circuit
configuration corresponding to a modulation scheme
employed by the detection and ranging system will not be
described in detail hereinafter.

In accordance with a peak frequency obtained in the up-
chirp section and a peak frequency obtained in the down-
chirp section, the signal processor 30 estimates the distance
and the speed of the target relative to the detection and rang-
ing system 1. The method to detect the target using the peak
frequencies will not be described herein since the method
may be realized by known art.

The signal processor 30 may estimate the direction to the
target by applying a well-known direction-of-arrival estima-
tion (or target angle estimation; the term “direction-of-arrival
estimation” and the term “target angle estimation” will not be
particularly distinguished hereinafter) method to a plurality
of data signals.

The direction-of-arrival estimation method does not limit
the present invention, and a DBF (digital beam forming)
method, MUSIC (multiple signal classification) algorithm, a
PRISM (propagator method based on an improved spatial-
smoothing matrix) algorithm, and an ESPRIT (estimation of
signal parameters via rotational invariance techniques) algo-
rithm, and so forth, are known as direction-of-arrival estima-
tion methods.

As described above, the detection and ranging system in
accordance with the first embodiment simultaneously trans-
mits probe signals each with a different carrier frequency
from the transmitting antennas and obtains echo signals via
the receiving antennas. Then, by filtering echo signals with
frequency filters (e.g., LPFs), reflected-wave components
originating from the probe signals are extracted from each
echo signal. That is, MxN sets of different reflected-wave
components are obtained. Accordingly, in the simplest case,
the physical aperture of a receiving array antenna of the
detection and ranging system is effectively enlarged by M
times, so the detection performance or the detection accuracy
is improved. When consideration is made for structures
including a function for achieving a phase matching opera-
tion, as with the TSS synthetic aperture, the effective aperture
is enlarged by M times or smaller. M represents the number of
actual transmitting antennas and N represents the number of
actual receiving antennas.
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In, for example, a configuration in which probe signals
with the same carrier frequency are transmitted from trans-
mitting antennas (comparative example 1), it is difficult to
separate reflected-wave components of a plurality of probe
signals contained in echo signals from each other. Accord-
ingly, in comparative example 1, it is necessary to adopt the
time division multiplexing wherein at least Tm is assigned as
a time interval during which a probe signal is radiated from
each transmitting antenna. As a result, it takes a long time to
detect a target.

By contrast, in the case of the detection and ranging system
1 in accordance with the first embodiment, reflected-wave
components of a plurality of probe signals contained in echo
signals are separated from each other by the frequency filters.
That is, separated reflected-wave components of a plurality of
probe signals can be obtained within 1 (one) Tm (the simul-
taneous transmission/simultaneous reception allows the
transmission time to be extended for another purpose, such as
SNR improvement). Accordingly, in comparison with the
comparative example 1, the detection and ranging system 1 in
accordance with the first embodiment takes a short time
period to detect a target.

To resolve the disadvantage of the comparative example 1,
a configuration has been proposed in which a probe signal of
each transmitting antenna is spread by a different code (com-
parative example 2). However, the comparative example 2
needs, for example, a circuit for dispreading the received
signal for each receiving antenna. Accordingly, the circuit
size increases, and this is in opposition to the cost reduction
required by the market.

By contrast, in the detection and ranging system 1 in accor-
dance with the first embodiment, reflected-wave components
of a plurality of probe signals contained in echo signals are
separated from each other by simple circuit elements, fre-
quency filters. Accordingly, in comparison with the compara-
tive example 2, the detection and ranging system 1 in accor-
dance with the first embodiment may include a simplified
circuit only and be achieved at a low cost.

Next, operations of the detection and ranging system 1 in
accordance with the first embodiment will be described math-
ematically. In the following, assume that the detection and
ranging system 1 includes M transmitting antennas and N
receiving antennas.

The signal generator 10 generates probe signals by input-
ting a modulation input signal f(t) to each of the RF-VCOs,
each with a different carrier frequency, w_,, (m=1 to M).

The detection and ranging system simultaneously trans-
mits the plurality of probe signals to a detection region. A
probe signal v, ”* transmitted from a transmitting antenna m
(m=1 to M) is represented by formula (1). The superscript
“TX” in formula (1) indicates a transmitted signal. Formula
(2) indicates a phase term of an FMCW signal obtained by
integrating a modulation input signal, and an instantaneous
frequency of v, ™ is w_,,+{(t). In the following descriptions,
for ease of explanation, the influence of propagation charac-
teristics and imperfections in the system and so on will be
ignored.

vk (@) = exp{flwem? + (D]} M

h(t):f fx)dx @

When there are K targets in the detection region of the
system, a target echo signal v,;** received by a receiving

8

antenna n (n=1 to N) is represented by formula (3). The
superscript “RX” in formula (3) indicates a received signal.

©)

5 0=
K M

D0 explilwen(t = i) + @I (=T /2)+ bt = T) + 4T+ ()

k=1 m=1

i 2md . [E]
10 [ ] T(n— 1)sinf,

Formulae (3) and (4) will be described with reference to
FIG. 4. The detection and ranging system in FIG. 4 includes
two transmitting antennas (M=2). Assume that, in FIG. 4, the
position of the receiving antenna Ay, is defined as the origin
of'the X-Y coordinate, and the transmitting antennas A, and
A, and the receiving antennas Az, to Ay, are located on the
X-axis. In addition, the receiving antennas Ay, to Ay, are
arranged in this order on the positive X axis at equal spacing
d, and the Y-axis is defined as 0 degrees and the clockwise
direction is defined as the positive direction of the angle.

A target k (k=1 to K) at the position corresponding to
distance d, and angle 6, is moving at speed v;.

The time period from when a probe signal is radiated from
the detection and ranging system to when the signal returns to
the system after reflected from the target k (delay time <) is
represented as 2d,/c,, and a Doppler frequency w " with
respect to the speed of the target is represented as 2w, v;/Cq-
¢, represents the speed of light.

An echo signal from the target k arrives at a receiving array
antenna including A, to Az, as a plane wave from the direc-
tion corresponding to angle 6,, and hence, when the receiving
antenna A, is defined as a reference, the difference between
the propagation distance from the target k to A, and the
propagation distance to the n-th receiving antenna is d(n-1)
sin 0,. In other words, when A, is defined as the zero refer-
ence of the spatial phase, spatial phase ¢, with respect to
the m-th carrier of an echo signal obtained by the n-th receiv-
ing antenna is defined by formula (4). A, indicates the wave-
length of the m-th carrier.

The demodulators 20-1 to 20-N corresponding to Ay, to
Ay demodulate the received echo signal using an 1-th TX
signal (or probe signal). The TX signal is represented by
formula (1), the received echo signal is represented by for-
mula (3), and n (1) in formula (3) indicates an AWGN.

The demodulation is achieved by multiplying the received
echo signal by the TX signal. That is, the received echo signal
is demodulated according to the following formula (5). The
superscript “BB” indicate a baseband component. The aster-
isk mark “*” represents a complex conjugate.

30

40

VB () = v (ovl¥ () ®

K M .
Won(l =T+ -7 /2) +
At —7) + ¢y

expljlwat + h(D]}

} + nn(l‘)>* X

I

60

M

-y > el

k=1 m=1

¥4
(Wt = Wem) + Wem Ty — W (1= T4 [2) +

h(e) - bt — 7¢) — ¢

65
n,(Oexpijlwat + MO}
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-continued

K M
D02 i 0explj{Sely, — W Wlexp(= ) + m(o)

k=1 m=1

lie

Formula (5) uses notations defined by the following for-
mulae (6.1) to (6.3). Formula (6.1) indicates the difference
between the carrier frequency of an 1-th TX signal and the
carrier frequency of an m-th TX signal. The difference fre-
quency may be hereinafter referred to as a subcarrier (the
difference frequency is 0 when 1=m, but this is also consid-
ered as a special case).

B, =00 =0 6.1)
x(D=exp{jfh(t)-h(t-7)]} (6.2)
Q= CXP (@at0,™2)5,] (6.3)

In the meantime, in accordance with the detection and
ranging system that simultaneously transmits TX signals with
M different carrier frequencies, M subcarriers are provided
for each receiving antenna. Accordingly, the detection and
ranging system in accordance with the embodiment of the
invention includes M frequency filters (or LPFs or BPFs) for
each receiving antenna, thereby separating and obtaining,
from each receiving antenna, a baseband component of a
reflected wave originating from M sets of probe signals. In the
configuration illustrated in FIG. 1 (Embodiment 1), since
M=2, the detection and ranging system 1 includes L.PFs 23-1
and 23-2.

Next, to sift the analyses to more detailed stages, the char-
acteristic of the LPF is defined by formula (7). For simplicity,
phase characteristics and the like are ignored in formula (7).
If the case of the LPF is analyzed, it is possible to similarly
address the situation in which the filter is replaced with, for
example, a BPF.

1; ol < max[X,(w)] = Q; for Vme[l, M] @]

Glw) = {

0; else

An impulse response of formula (7) is represented by for-
mula (8). Q corresponds to a cutoft frequency of the LPF.

L[ jwd e = osine(02/2 ®
g(Z)—ﬂﬁm (@lexp(jwz)dw = —sinc(0z/2)

An output signal of the LPF is represented by formula (9).

vff () = Fg(z)vff([ —z)dz = Signal+ Noise ©

—oco

The modulation input signal {(t) is a periodic function with
respect to time, and hence, in consideration of x,(t)=x,(t-z),
formula (10) is obtained from formula (9). In the expansion
from formula (9) to formula (10), noise components are of
little relevance to the dominant signal processing, so they are
ignored.

40

45

50

60
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C . (10)
R~ f 234t - Dexplj{oesh, — ¥ )t - D1dz)
k=1 m=1 M
exp(—jgj*) =
ii Sk {fmﬂ‘ [0/ 2Dexplj(dh, — i )i - 21dz)
—_— S1NC €X] (o), - W, -
225t Z p om — Wd zlaz

X (Dexp(—jgrt) =

K M
k=1 m:l

{ﬁﬂsmc[ﬂz/Z]exp[ (5wlcm —wg'k)z]dz}

X (t)exp[j(éwlcm — ot )t] X exp(—joit) =

X

k=1 m=1

— Wk

[ a2 }xk @
exp[j(éwlcm — ik )t]exp(—jqﬁf’k)

In formula (10), “rect” indicates a rectangular function
representing a filtering effect of the LPF. When decomposing
the signal component represented by formula (10) into the
term for “m=1"" and the term for “m=1", an output signal of the
LPF is represented by formula (11). As described above,
successive operations from demodulation to this decomposi-
tion are performed by the mixer and the filter. Here, assume
that each of the levels of signals output from the divider 21 is
simply attenuated by the divider 21 to 1/M the level of the
input signal. Meanwhile, in formula (11), noise n, (1) is indi-
cated again.

K ,k (1D
vff(t) ~ Z ﬂ“‘ rect[ }xk(t)exp( ]wd )exp( ](ﬁ“‘) +

k=1
— ik
ZZ ”C’[ an }"k(’)

k=1 m=1
ml

Q2

expli(Swly — i lexp(—jgl*) +na()

In formula (11), the first term of the right hand side corre-
sponds to a component desired to be extracted using the LPF.
Here, as indicated by formula (6.2), x, depends on time delay
T, due to the distance from the detection and ranging system
to the target k, and Doppler frequency o, depends on the
carrier frequency and the speed of the target. As indicated in
formula (4), w,,* depends on angle 0, formed with the target
k (, and of course depends on the wavelength of the carrier).

The second term of the right hand side of formula (11)
corresponds to a component blocked by the LPF. As indicated
by formula (6.1), dw_,,! indicates the difference between the
carrier frequencies. Accordingly, when a contribution of the
second term is sufficiently small in comparison with the first
term, an intended frequency component is extracted from the
echo signal. In this case, as an example, determining the
cutoff frequency of the LPF appropriately for the frequency
difference between carriers for which the Doppler frequency
is considered makes sufficiently small the second term of the
right hand side of formula (11).

As an example, the detection and ranging system 1 which
uses two different carriers (M=2) obtains signals illustrated in
FIG. 3A to FIG. 3C. Here, when demodulation is performed
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by the probe signal P1, the component of the first term of
formula (11) appears at the position of P1 on the frequency
axis in FIG. 3B. That is, the component that passes through
the LPF 23-1 corresponds to a reflected-wave of P1 and the
component that is blocked by the LPF 23-1 corresponds to a
reflected wave of P2.

Similarly, when demodulation is performed by the probe
signal P2, the component of the first term of formula (11)
appears at the position of P2 on the frequency axis in FIG. 3C.
That is, the component that passes through the LPF 23-2
corresponds to a reflected wave of P2 and the component that
is blocked by the LPF 23-2 corresponds to a reflected wave of
P1.

In the detection and ranging system 1, in consideration of a
variation in bands due to the Doppler frequency, a carrier
frequency of each probe signal is determined to prevent pass-
bands of corresponding LPFs from interfering with each
other after demodulation. Accordingly, M sets of N-dimen-
sional signal vectors may be generated simultaneously from
physically existing N receiving antennas.

In the meantime, “x,()exp(—jw /) in the first term on
the right hand side of formula (11) is a baseband component
obtained by a general detection and ranging system. Accord-
ingly, “x,(t)exp(=jw *t), more precisely, factor (, A MD)rect
(- /*/(/2)) is also taken into consideration” will hereinafter
simply be represented as “x,(t)”. As a result, a signal vector
obtained by the detection and ranging system 1 illustrated in
FIG. 1 is represented by the following formula (12).

x

Signal vectors v,?Z and v,%Z are defined in formula (13.1),
and each of these vectors includes N components, each of
which is represented by formula (11). A baseband signal
component x(t) is a K-dimensional vector defined in formula
(13.2). n(t) is an MxN dimensional noise signal vector.

(12

v‘fB ® x(1) + n(7)

[ W)
V(1) =

v = v, ... ,v‘ﬁ‘imf} (13.1)
BBy = BB, .. VBB @)
=@, ... ,xxOF (13.2)

In addition, formula (14) defines an angle matrix A,,.

14
A=

1 1 ]
exp(—jgn')  exp(—jdR")

Accordingly, the detection and ranging system 1 generates,
during, for example, cycle Tm of the modulation input signal
f(t) illustrated in FIG. 2, an MxN dimensional data vector
(matrix) that enables aperture synthesis. Angle estimation of
a target using the MxN dimensional data vector (matrix) is
achieved by a known algorithm as described above.

An angle matrix A of formula (14) depends on the carrier
frequency of a probe signal, and hence, in order to achieve
proper aperture synthesis, it is usually preferable that the
difference between carrier frequencies of probe signals be
small. Meanwhile, the difference between carrier frequencies
of'probe signals needs to be determined such that echo signals
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can be separated by the LPF (or BPF) after demodulation.
However, since the bandwidth occupied by the baseband
signal of the radar after the demodulation process is about
several hundred kHz at most, when, for example, carrier
frequencies are 76 GHz or 79 GHz, the difference between the
carrier frequencies may be decreased to a few MHz.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 5 illustrates the configuration of a detection and rang-
ing system in accordance with a second embodiment of the
present invention (hereinafter referred to as a “detection and
ranging system 2”). The detection and ranging system 2
includes a signal generator 10, transmitting antennas A ., and
A, receiving antennas Ay, to Az, demodulators 50-1 to
50-N, a signal processor 30, and a CPU 41. The signal gen-
erator 10, A, and A, Az, 10 Agy, the signal processor 30,
and the CPU 41 are substantially the same as those in the first
embodiment. However, configurations and operations of the
demodulators 50-1 to 50-N are different from those of the
demodulators 20-1 to 20-N in the first embodiment.

Each of the demodulators 20-1 to 20-N in the first embodi-
ment demodulates an echo signal using a plurality of probe
signals. By contrast, each of the demodulators 50-1 to 50-N in
the second embodiment includes a mixer 51, a divider 52, a
filter circuit 53, and a mixer 54, and demodulates an echo
signal using one probe signal. The filter circuit 53 includes a
low pass filter (LPF) 53-1 and a band pass filter (BPF) 53-2.
In the following, operations of the demodulator 50-1 that
demodulates an echo signal E1 received by the receiving
antenna A, will be described as an example.

The mixer 51 multiplies E1 by any one of a plurality of
probe signals. In this example, E1 is multiplied by a probe
signal P1 to generate a demodulated echo signal E11. The
mixer 51 is, for example, an analog multiplier.

The demodulated echo signal E11 is divided by the divider
52 and fed to the LPF 53-1 and the BPF 53-2.

Referring to FIG. 3B, the LPF 53-1 generates a data signal
D11 by extracting a corresponding frequency component
from E11. Meanwhile, since the BPF 53-2 extracts a corre-
sponding frequency component from E11, the mixer 54 gen-
erates a data signal D12 by multiplying the output of the BPF
53-2 by a subcarrier signal generated from a subcarrier gen-
erator 55. The mixer 54 is, for example, an analog multiplier.

The subcarrier generator 55 generates a subcarrier signal
having carrier-frequency-difference frequency &o for a
probe signal P1 having carrier frequency w_, and a probe
signal P2 having carrier frequency w,_,. The subcarrier gen-
erator 55 provides the generated subcarrier signal to the mixer
54.

FIG. 6A to FIG. 6C illustrate operations of the demodula-
tor 50-1. As indicated in FIG. 6A, the detection and ranging
system 2 transmits P1 and P2 simultaneously similar to thatin
the first embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3A. The difference
between carrier frequency w,; and carrier frequency o, will
be hereinafter represented as “dw”.

As is the case in the first embodiment, E1 is input to the
demodulator 50-1 via Ag,. That is, E1 contains reflected
waves of P1 and P2. Accordingly, the components of E1 on
the frequency domain is presented in FIG. 6A.

FIG. 6B illustrates operations of the mixer 51, the LPF
53-1, and the BPF 53-2. As described above, the mixer 51
multiplies E1 by P1. Here, the carrier frequency of P1is w_,
and hence, as a result of the mixer operation, E1 is down-
converted by frequency w,,. Accordingly, the reflected-wave
component of P1 contained in E1 is obtained in a baseband
region. Meanwhile, the reflected-wave component of P2 con-
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tained in E1 is obtained in a region shifted from the baseband
region by subcarrier frequency dw.

The cutoff frequency of the LPF 53-1 is set to pass the
reflected-wave component of P1 and block the reflected-wave
component of P2, so only the data signal D11 representing the
reflected-wave component of P1 is output from the LPF 53-1.

Meanwhile, the passband of the BPF 53-2 is set to pass the
reflected-wave component of P2 and block components in
other bands, so only the reflected-wave component of P2 is
output from the BPF 53-2.

FIG. 6C illustrates operations of the mixer 54. As described
above, the mixer 54 multiplies the output of the BPF 53-2 by
the subcarrier signal. Here, since the frequency of the subcar-
rier signal is dw, the output signal of the BPF 53-2 is con-
verted into the baseband region by the mixer 54 and the data
signal D12 representing the reflected-wave component of P2
is extracted.

In this way, the demodulator 50-1 separates the reflected-
wave component of P1 and the reflected-wave component of
P2 from E1 received via Az, and outputs these components.
In other words, the demodulator 50-1 generates two sets of
data signals D11 and D12 from E1 received via Ay, .

The configurations and operations of the demodulators
50-11t050-N are similar to each other, and hence, as is the case
with the first embodiment, 2N sets of data signals are gener-
ated by the demodulators 50-1 to 50-N. As an example, an
output signal (or the data signal D11) of the LPF 53-1 of the
demodulator 50-1 is represented by formula (15).

K L (15)

vf‘f (1) = Z %rect[ _Qa;dz }xk (t)exp(—jqﬁ}'k) +n(D)
k=1

An output signal (or a data signal DN2) of the mixer 54 of
the demodulator 50-N is represented by formula (16). In
formula (16), dw is replaced by dw_,* according to the nota-
tion used in formula (11).

K B (16)
@ 2
vf,{gz(t)exp(—jéwzl = E e —_— }xk (t)exp(—jqﬁ%}k) +ny (1)

k=1

As in the case of the first embodiment, the signal processor
30 uses 2N sets of data signals to estimate the distance and the
speed of the target relative to the detection and ranging system
2, and the direction to the target.

The detection and ranging system 2 in accordance with the
second embodiment is not limited to the configuration illus-
trated in FIG. 5, and various variations are possible. As an
example, in the configuration illustrated in FIG. 5, the mixer
54 is provided on the output side of the BPF 53-2, but the BPF
53-2 may be replaced with the LPF 53-2 and the mixer 54 may
be provided on the input side of the LPF 53-2.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 7 illustrates the configuration of a detection and rang-
ing system in accordance with a third embodiment (herein-
after referred to as a “detection and ranging system 3”°). The
detection and ranging system 3 in accordance with the third
embodiment includes a signal generator 60, transmitting
antennas A, and A, receiving antennas Ay, t0 Az,
demodulators 20-1 to 20-N, a signal processor 30, and a CPU
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41. The antennas A, and A, and Ay, to Az,, the demodu-
lators 20-1 to 20-N, the signal processor 30, and the CPU 41
in FIG. 7 are substantially the same as those in the first
embodiment. However, the configuration and operations of
the signal generator 60 are different from those of the signal
generator 10 in accordance with the first embodiment. That is,
the signal generator 60 includes BB-OSCs 62-1 and 62-2 and
delay elements 63-1 and 63-2, and outputs of the delay ele-
ments 63-1 and 63-2 are fed to RF-VCOs 13-1 and 13-2.

Each of the BB-OSCs 62-1 and 62-2 generates a cyclic
modulation input signal including an up-chirp section and a
down-chirp section as illustrated in, for example, FIG. 2.
Here, the BB-OSCs 62-1 and 62-2 may generate modulation
input signals each having parameters such as waveform,
amplitude, and cycle that are different from those of the other
modulation input signals (if phase is also included in the
parameters, the subsequent delay elements 63-1 and 63-2
may be omitted). Note that the BB-OSCs 62-1 and 62-2 may
generate the same modulation input signal.

The delay elements 63-1 and 63-2 delay output signals
from the BB-OSCs 62-1 and 62-2, respectively. That is, the
delay element 63-1 delays the output signal from the BB-
OSC 62-1 by t1. Similarly, the delay element 63-2 delays the
output signal from the BB-OSC 62-2 by t2. In accordance
with the characteristics of the output signals from the BB-
OSCs, t1 and T2 may be identical with each other or may be
different from each other. Alternatively, T1 and T2 may be
Zero.

As in the case of the first embodiment, control terminals of
the RF-VCOs 13-1 and 13-2 are provided with reference
voltages Vrefl and Vref2, for setting carrier frequencies, on
which the modulation input signals f1(¢) and f2(¢) generated
by the BB-OSCs 62-1 and 62-2 and respectively delayed by
71 and 12 by the delay elements 63-1 and 63-2. As a result, the
RF-VCO 13-1 outputs a frequency modulated signal (or
probe signal) P1 having an instantaneous frequency that is
centered around the carrier frequency set by the Vrefl and
changed by f1(r). Meanwhile, the RF-VCO 13-2 outputs a
frequency modulated signal (or probe signal) P2 having an
instantaneous frequency that is centered around the carrier
frequency set by the Vref2 and changed by 12(7). Note that the
OSC 1 is obtained by the BB-OSC 62-1, the delay element
63-1, and the RF-VCO 13-1, and the OSC 2 is obtained by the
BB-OSC 62-2, the delay element 63-2, and the RF-VCO
13-2.

As described above, in the third embodiment, not only
carrier frequencies of a plurality of probe signals are different
from each other but also at least one parameter (e.g., modu-
lation cycle or phase) of a probe signal from among the
plurality of probe signals is different from that of the other
probe signals. Therefore, in comparison with the first
embodiment, the third embodiment may further reduce inter-
ference between probe signals.

FIG. 8A and FIG. 8B illustrate exemplary operations of the
third embodiment. FIG. 8 A indicates temporal changes in the
instantaneous frequencies (that is, difference of carrier fre-
quencies is ignored) of P1 and P2. This indicates that the
waveforms, the amplitudes, and the cycles of signals output
from the BB-OSCs 62-1 and 62-2 are identical with each
other and the delay elements 63-1 and 63-2 are adjusted so as
to be T1=Tm/2 and ©2=0. In this case, the phase of the signal
f1(¢) input to the control terminal of the RF-VCO 13-1 lags
7/2 behind the signal f2(¢) input to the control terminal of the
RF-VCO 13-2. That is, the modulation phase of P1 lags /2
behind the modulation phase of P2. The long and short dashed
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line represents the difference between instantaneous frequen-
cies that is made when a reflected wave of P2 is demodulated
by P1.

FIG. 8B illustrates a simulation result of an output signal of
the mixer 22-1 in the demodulator illustrated in FIG. 7. That
is, the spectrum of a signal obtained by multiplying a received
echo signal by P1 is illustrated. The difference dw_ between
the carrier frequencies of P1 and P2 is 100 MHz such that the
allocation of the signals on the frequency axis can be easily
identified.

Under these conditions, the reflected-wave component of
P1 is obtained in the baseband frequency and the reflected-
wave component of P2 is obtained in the frequency range
from 50 MHz to 150 MHz. Here, the spectrum of the
reflected-wave component of P1 is separated from the spec-
trum of the reflected-wave component of P2 by about 50
MHz, and hence, using an LPF having a proper cutoff fre-
quency, the reflected-wave component of P2 may be blocked
while only the reflected-wave component of P1 is extracted.
Inthis simulation, the power of the reflected-wave component
of P2 is lower than the power of the reflected-wave compo-
nent of P1 by about 10 dBm. This is because the demodulation
of the reflected-wave component of P2 by P1 changes the
instantaneous frequency of P2 after the demodulation into the
trapezoidal wave shape as illustrated in FIG. 8A, which
spreads the spectrum.

The detection and ranging system 3 in accordance with the
third embodiment is not limited to the configuration illus-
trated in FIG. 7 and may be modified in various ways. For
example, when the cycles of modulation input signals for
generating P1 and P2 are identical with each other, a signal
generated by one modulation signal generator may be divided
and guided to the delay elements 63-1 and 63-2.

Fourth Embodiment

In the first to third embodiments, the detection and ranging
system includes two transmitting antennas. However, the
present invention is not limited to this configuration. That is,
the detection and ranging system may include more than two
transmitting antennas.

FIG. 9 illustrates the configuration of a detection and rang-
ing system in accordance with a fourth embodiment (herein-
after referred to as a “detection and ranging system 4”°). The
detection and ranging system 4 in accordance with the fourth
embodiment includes a signal generator 70, transmitting
antennas A, to A, receiving antennas Az, to A, demodu-
lators 80-1 to 80-N, a signal processor 30, and a CPU 41 (for
simplicity, CPU is not shown on this figure). That is, the
detection and ranging system 4 includes three transmitting
antennas.

The configuration and operations of the signal generator 70
are similar to those of the signal generator 10 in accordance
with the first embodiment. However, to generate three probe
signals P1 to P3 with a different carrier frequencies, the signal
generator 70 includes a modulation input signal generator
(BB-OSC) 11, a divider 12, and RF-VCOs 13-1 to 13-3.

Reference voltages Vrefl to Vref3, for setting carrier fre-
quencies, on which f(t) divided by the divider 12 has been
superimposed are fed to control terminals of the RF-VCOs
13-1 to 13-3. Oscillators OSCs 1 to 3 (configured with the
BB-OSC 11, the divider 12, and the RF-VCOs 13-1to 13-3)
generate three probe signals P1 to P3 with different carrier
frequencies.

In this example, A;, to A, are positioned outside of the
one end of Ay, t0 Az, and A, to A5 and Ay, 10 Ay, are
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aligned on a straight line. A, to A /5 simultaneously transmit,
to a detection region, P1 to P3 generated by the signal gen-
erator 70, respectively.

Echo signals received by Ay, to Ay, are respectively
guided to the demodulators 80-1 to 80-N corresponding to the
antennas. The configurations and operations of the demodu-
lators 80-1 to 80-N are similar to those of the demodulators
20-1 to 20-N in accordance with the first embodiment. How-
ever, to separate reflected-wave components of P1, P2 and P3
from each other, each of the demodulators 80-1 to 80-N
includes a divider 81, mixers 82-1 to 82-3, and a filter circuit
83.

The mixers 82-1 to 82-3 respectively multiply P1 to P3 by
a received echo signal distributed from the divider 81. The
output signal of each of the mixers 82-1 to 82-3 passes
through the filter circuit 83 configured with three LPFs. In this
way, three sets of data signals are generated from echo signals
received via a receiving antenna.

The processes performed by the signal processor 30 are
substantially the same as the processes performed by the
signal processor 30 in the first embodiment. In the fourth
embodiment, however, using 3xN sets of data signals, the
distance and the speed of the target relative to the detecting
and ranging system 4, and the direction to the target are
estimated.

Fifth Embodiment

In the fifth embodiment, the carrier frequency (or center
frequency) of each probe signal is not always constant with
respect to the time but changes for each assigned time slot (the
width may be optional for each slot). In, for example, the
configuration illustrated in FIG. 1, the carrier frequency of
each probe signal is controlled in accordance with the refer-
ence voltages Vrefl and Vref2 applied to the RF-VCOs 13-1
and 13-2. Thus, changing Vrefl and Vref2 for each time slot
generates probe signals P1 and P2 whose carrier frequencies
change with time. In this case, the signal generator 10 may
include, for example, a reference voltage control circuit (not
illustrated). Alternatively, each reference voltage may be gen-
erated in accordance with an instruction from the CPU 41.

Superimposing f(t) output from the BB-OSC 11 on each of
the reference voltages Vrefl and Vref2 that change with time
as described above allows each probe signal to include the
up-chirp section and the down-chirp section illustrated in
FIG. 2. However, the carrier frequency of each probe signal
changes with time as described above and, in addition, the
phase lacks continuity if a proper correction is not made at the
time of carrier switching, and hence S/N may be degraded.
f(t)=0 makes this example equivalent to a system that uses a
multifrequency CW signal as a probe signal.

FIG. 10 illustrates carrier frequencies of probe signals with
respect to time in the fifth embodiment. In the example illus-
trated in FIG. 10, the carrier frequency of each probe signal
changes by time slots. A period of the time slot is not limited
to a specific length but may be, for example, whole-number
multiple of Tm (the cycle of f(t) in FIG. 2). Causing the carrier
frequency of each probe signal to, for example, change ran-
domly or pseudo-randomly will make this example equiva-
lent to a system that uses a frequency-hopping spread spec-
trum signal as a probe signal. In this case, the minimum step
of the frequency change corresponds to, for example, the
bandwidth needed to achieve a value required for a detection
and ranging function (e.g., distance resolution).

Sixth Embodiment

For each of a plurality of targets within a detection region,
the detection and ranging system estimates the distance and
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the speed of the target relative to the detection and ranging
system, and the direction to the target. Here, increasing the
number of targets to be detected will increase, in particular,
the amount of computation for direction estimation (i.e., esti-
mation of angular information) by the signal processor 30.

As a result, when, for example, the capability of the signal
processor 30 is not high, it is sometimes difficult to estimate
angular information for all targets in real time.

Accordingly, in the sixth embodiment, priorities are given
to a plurality of targets within a detection region, and angular
information is estimated for the targets starting from the
target with the highest priority. A specific priority may be
determined based on, for example, distance information on
the distance from the detection and ranging system to the
target (obtained using, for example, a range gate), speed
information of the target (indicating whether the target is
approaching or going away from the detection and ranging
system or indicating the speed (obtained using, for example,
a Doppler gate)), or the amount of the distance information
and the speed information combined with each other using an
specified function (for example, Japanese Laid-open Patent
Publication No. 2009-243947).

When priorities are simply determined based on distance, a
high priority is given to a target close to the detection and
ranging system and a low priority is given to a target far from
the detection and ranging system.

The distance from the detection and ranging system to a
target is calculated by, for example, detecting a peak of the
spectrum of an echo signal converted into the baseband. Here,
assume that a target T1 is positioned close to the detection and
ranging system and a target T2 is positioned far from the
detection and ranging system. In this case, as illustrated in
FIG. 11A, one set of peaks corresponding to the target T1 are
detected at w1 close to frequency 0. One set of peaks corre-
sponding to the target T2 are detected at +m?2 that are further
from frequency O than xw1.

As a result, using, for example, an LPF 91 illustrated in
FIG. 11A, a signal component representing the target T1 can
be extracted. Similarly, using a BPF 92, a signal component
representing the target T2 can be extracted. That is, appropri-
ately filtering echo signals that have been converted into the
baseband allows a plurality of targets within a detection
region to be grouped in accordance with the distances from
the detection and ranging system.

FIG. 11B illustrates a circuit that achieves a function for
grouping a plurality of targets in accordance with the dis-
tances from the detection and ranging system. Here, a con-
figuration will be described in which the targets are grouped
in accordance with an echo signal received by a receiving
antenna Ay, .

A divider 21 distributes the received echo signal to mixers
22-1 and 22-2. The mixers 22-1 and 22-2 respectively multi-
ply the input received echo signals by probe signals P1 and P2
(see the descriptions of the operations of the first embodi-
ment).

An output signal from the mixer 22-1 is guided to an LPF
91-1 and a BPF 92-1 by a divider 93. The LPF 91-1 corre-
sponds to the LPF 91 having the cutoff frequency illustrated
in FIG. 11A, and the LPF 91-1 extracts a target whose dis-
tance from the detection and ranging system is less than a
specified threshold (hereinafter referred to as a “short-dis-
tance target”). Accordingly, an output signal V , , of the LPF
91-1 is a reflected-wave component of P1 from the short-
distance target. Meanwhile, the BPF 92-1 corresponds to the
BPF 92 having the passband illustrated in FIG. 11A, and the
BPF 92-1 extracts a target whose distance from the detection
and ranging system is greater than or equal to the specified
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threshold (hereinafter referred to as a “long-distance target™).
That is, an output signal V,, of the BPF 92-1 is a reflected-
wave component of P1 from the long-distance target.

The operations of the LPF 91-2 and the BPF 92-2 that filter
an output signal of the mixer 22-2 are substantially the same
as those of the LPF 91-1 and the BPF 92-1. Therefore, an
output signal V|, , of the LPF 91-2 represents the reflected-
wave component of P2 from the short-distance target, and an
output signal V,,, of the BPF 92-2 represents the reflected-
wave component of P2 from the long-distance target.

The configurations and operations of demodulators pro-
vided at output side of the receiving antennas A, to Az, are
substantially identical with each other. That is, in the sixth
embodiment, 2N sets of signals V| , to V,, associated with
the short-distance target and 2N sets of signals V', t0 Vi,
associated with the long-distance target are generated.

In a variation of the operation of the signal processor 30,
angular information may be estimated for each computation
cycle by using signals V|, , to V,,,, and, when there is suffi-
cient time for computation judging from a thread level of a
target, signals V|, to V,,,, may be additionally used to esti-
mate the angular information. Alternatively, the signal pro-
cessor 30 may perform angular information estimation using
signals V,,, to V,,, for each computation cycle and may
perform angular information estimation using signals V, ; , to
Van, only once in a plurality of computation cycles.

In accordance with the sixth embodiment, even when the
capability of the signal processor 30 is insufficient, angular
information for at least a short-distance target may be
obtained without fail. Accordingly, when the detection and
ranging system is installed in, for example, a vehicle, impor-
tant targets can be detected without fail.

As long as there is no discrepancy, the first to sixth embodi-
ments may be combined in any manner. As an example, in the
descriptions above, the third embodiment (i.e., the system in
which the phase and the cycle of amodulation input signal are
different for each probe signal) is shown as one of extensions
of the first embodiment, but the third embodiment may be
applied to the second or fourth embodiment. The fifth
embodiment (i.e., the system in which each carrier frequency
changes with time) is applicable to any of the first to fourth
embodiments. The sixth embodiment (i.e., the system in
which targets are grouped with respect to distance) is also
applicable to any of the first to fourth embodiments.

Seventh Embodiment

The direction to a target is described by an angular matrix
(or azimuth matrix) defined by formula (14). However, as
indicated in formula (4), element ¢ contained in the angular
matrix depends on the carrier frequency (represented as a
wavelength in formula (4)) of a probe signal. In other words,
when differences are large between the carrier frequencies of
probe signals, a different angular matrix is generated for each
of the probe signals.

In the seventh embodiment, using this property, reliability
or consistency of angle estimation is calculated. However,
when a difference between angular matrixes generated for a
probe signal is sufficiently large in comparison with angular
resolution, there is a risk of reducing accuracy in angle esti-
mation performed via aperture synthesis. Accordingly, in the
seventh embodiment, as a general rule, aperture synthesis is
not performed.

The configuration of the detection and ranging system in
accordance with the seventh embodiment may be substan-
tially the same as those of the aforementioned embodiments
(e.g., the first embodiment). In the seventh embodiment, how-
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ever, the difference dw between the carrier frequency o, of
the probe signal P1 and the carrier frequency w_, of the probe
signal P2 is greater than a specified threshold that achieves
signal separation performed by filtering. Processes per-
formed by the signal processor 30 are different from those
performed in the first to sixth embodiments.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart indicating a process of calculating
the reliability of an estimated angle. The process indicated by
the flowchart is executed by the signal processor 30.

In S1, the signal processor 30 performs first angle estima-
tion according to a reflected-wave component of the probe
signal P1. As an example, in the configuration illustrated in
FIG. 1, signals representing reflected-wave components of P1
are obtained by the LPFs 23-1 of each of the demodulators
20-1 to 20-N. The signal processor 30 may estimate, for
example, angle 0,, formed with a target k (k=1 to K).

In S2, the signal processor 30 performs second angle esti-
mation according to a reflected-wave component of the probe
signal P2. In the configuration illustrated in FIG. 1, signals
representing reflected-wave components of P2 are obtained
by the LPFs 23-2 of each of the demodulators 20-1 to 20-N. In
this case, the signal processor 30 may estimate, for example,
angle 0,, formed with the target k (k=1 to K).

In S3, the signal processor 30 calculates the reliability of
the angle estimation according to the results of the first and
second angle estimations. As an example, when estimation
results of 0, and 0, are obtained in S1 and S2 as the angles
formed with the target k, the signal processor 30 calculates a
distance D, between 0, and 6,, for each target by using, for
example, the following formula.

D,=16;,-6,,1°

When the distance D is small, consistency in the estimation
performed using P1 and P2 is considered to be high. Accord-
ingly, the signal processor 30 calculates, for example, the
average or the minimum of D, obtained for each target, and
decides the reliability of an estimated angle in accordance
with the average or the minimum value.

As described above, in the seventh embodiment, the reli-
ability of an estimated angle can be evaluated using a plurality
of probe signals with different frequencies. The aforemen-
tioned embodiment indicates a configuration in which two
probe signals are used, but the present invention is not limited
to this. That is, the detection and ranging system in accor-
dance with the seventh embodiment may use three or more
transmitting antennas to transmit three or more probe signals.

As an example, when the detection and ranging system
includes three transmitting antennas, aperture synthesis is
performed using first and second probe signals, and reliability
of angle estimation for the aperture synthesis may be evalu-
ated using a third probe signal. In this case, it is preferable that
the carrier frequencies of'the first and second probe signals be
separable via filtering and that these frequencies be close to
each other to the extent that aperture synthesis is achieved.

All examples and conditional language provided herein are
intended for the pedagogical purposes of aiding the reader in
understanding the invention and the concepts contributed by
the inventor to further the art, and are not to be construed as
limitations to such specifically recited examples and condi-
tions, nor does the organization of such examples in the
specification relate to a showing of the superiority and infe-
riority of the invention. Although one or more embodiments
of the present inventions have been described in detail, it
should be understood that the various changes, substitutions,
and alterations could be made hereto without departing from
the spirit and scope of the invention.
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What is claimed is:

1. A detection and ranging system comprising:

a signal generator configured to generate M probe signals
having different carrier frequencies, each of the probe
signals being a radio frequency signal;

M transmitting elements configured to transmit the M
probe signals;

N receiving elements configured to receive an echo signal
from a target;

N demodulators provided for the N receiving elements,
each of the demodulators being configured to generate a
demodulated echo signal by demodulating an echo sig-
nal received by a corresponding one of the receiving
elements by using at least one of the M probe signals,
and to generate M sets of data signals corresponding to
the M probe signals by filtering the demodulated echo
signal in a frequency domain; and

a signal processor configured to detect the target according
to MxN sets of data signals generated by the N demodu-
lators, wherein

each of the demodulators includes:
adivider configured to divide the echo signal received by

the corresponding one of the N receiving elements to
generate M sets of echo signals;

M mixers configured to generate M sets of demodulated
echo signals by multiplying the M sets of echo signals
output from the divider by the M probe signals; and

a filter circuit configured to generate the M sets of data
signals by extracting a corresponding frequency com-
ponent from the M sets of demodulated echo signals
output from the M mixers.

2. The detection and ranging system according to claim 1,

wherein

the filter circuit includes M low pass filters configured to
extract corresponding frequency components from the
M demodulated echo signals.

3. The detection and ranging system according to claim 1,

wherein the signal generator includes:

a modulation input signal generator configured to generate
a modulation input signal; and

M oscillators configured to oscillate at different frequen-
cies, wherein

the signal generator generates the M probe signals by pro-
viding the modulation input signal to the M oscillators.

4. The detection and ranging system according to claim 3,

wherein

the modulation input signal generator generates M modu-
lation input signals in which at least one of a phase, an
amplitude, and a cycle being different from each other,
and

the M modulation input signals are respectively provided
to the M oscillators.

5. The detection and ranging system according to claim 3,

wherein

the modulation input signal generator generates M modu-
lation input signals each indicating a different amplitude
or a different cycle, and

the M modulation input signals are respectively provided
to the M oscillators.

6. The detection and ranging system according to claim 3,

wherein

carrier frequencies of the M probe signals generated by the
M oscillators respectively change with respect to time.

7. The detection and ranging system according to claim 1,

wherein
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each of the demodulators generates first to M-th data sig-
nals by extracting first to M-th frequency components
from the demodulated echo signals generated by the M
mixers, and

the signal processor estimates a first angle formed with a
target according to N sets of first data signals generated
by the demodulators, and estimates an m-th (m=2 to M)
angle formed with the target according to N sets of m-th
data signals generated by the demodulators.

8. A detection and ranging system comprising:

a signal generator configured to generate M probe signals
having different carrier frequencies, each of the probe
signals being a radio frequency signal;

M transmitting elements configured to transmit the M
probe signals;

N receiving elements configured to receive an echo signal
from a target;

N demodulators provided for the N receiving elements,
each ofthe demodulators being configured to generate a
demodulated echo signal by demodulating an echo sig-
nal received by a corresponding one of the receiving
elements by using at least one of the M probe signals,
and to generate M sets of data signals corresponding to
the M probe signals by filtering the demodulated echo
signal in a frequency domain; and

a signal processor configured to detect the target according
to MxN sets of data signals generated by the N demodu-
lators, wherein

each of the demodulators includes:

a first mixer configured to generate a demodulated echo
signal by multiplying an echo signal received by the
corresponding one of the receiving elements by a first
probe signal among the M probe signals;

a divider configured to divide the demodulated echo
signal output from the first mixer to generate M sets of
demodulated echo signals;

a low pass filter configured to generate a data signal
corresponding to the first probe signal by extracting a
corresponding frequency component from the
demodulated echo signal output from the divider;

M-1 band pass filters, each of the M-1 band pass filters
being configured to extract a corresponding fre-
quency component from the demodulated echo signal
output from the divider; and

M-1 second mixers, each of the M-1 second mixers
being configured to generate a data signal correspond-
ing to one of the probe signals other than the first
probe signal by multiplying a frequency component
extracted by the corresponding band pass filter by a
subcarrier signal having a difference frequency
between the first probe signal and the corresponding
probe signal.

9. A detection and ranging system comprising:

a signal generator configured to generate first to M-th
probe signals having different carrier frequencies, each
of the probe signals being a radio frequency signal;
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first to M-th transmitting elements configured to respec-
tively transmit the first to M-th probe signals;

a plurality of receiving elements configured to receive an
echo signal from a target;

a plurality of demodulators provided for the plurality of
receiving elements, each ofthe demodulators being con-
figured to generate a demodulated echo signal by
demodulating an echo signal received by a correspond-
ing one of the receiving elements by using at least one of
the first to M-th probe signals, and to generate first to
M-th data signals corresponding to the first to M-th
probe signals by filtering the demodulated echo signal in
a frequency domain; and

a signal processor configured to perform a first angle esti-
mation for the target according to a plurality of first data
signals generated by the plurality of demodulators, to
perform a second angle estimation for the target accord-
ing to a plurality of m-th (m=2 to M) data signals gen-
erated by the plurality of demodulators, and to calculate
areliability of an angle estimated for the target based on
a result of the first angle estimation and a result of the
m-th angle estimation, wherein

each of the demodulators includes:
adivider configured to divide the echo signal received by

the corresponding one of the receiving elements to
generate M sets of echo signals;

M mixers configured to generate M sets of demodulated
echo signals by multiplying the M sets of echo signals
output from the divider by the M probe signals; and

a filter circuit configured to generate the M sets of data
signals by extracting a corresponding frequency com-
ponent from the M sets of demodulated echo signals
output from the M mixers.

10. A detection and ranging method comprising:

generating M probe signals having different carrier fre-
quencies, each of the probe signals being a radio fre-
quency signal;

transmitting the M probe signals using M transmitting
elements;

receiving an echo signal from a target using N receiving
elements;

dividing, for each echo signal received by the N receiving
elements, the echo signal received by a corresponding
one of the N receiving elements to obtain M sets of echo
signals;

generating, for each echo signal received by the N receiv-
ing elements, M sets of demodulated echo signals by
multiplying the M sets of echo signals by the M probe
signals;

generating, for each demodulated echo signal, M sets of
data signals corresponding to the M probe signals by
extracting a corresponding frequency component from
the M sets of demodulated echo signals with M difterent
frequency filters; and

detecting the target according to MxN sets of data signals.
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